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es byoides. No blood was dis-
charged except a few drops from
the division of the skin. So fetid
and penetrating was the odor of the
pus, that it adhered to my fingers,
though repeatedly washed, for se-
veral days, and to my gloves, which
I put on, on my way homeward,
for several weeks.
On the next day after this, the

patient seemed to be bett6r ; but
early in the morning of the second
day, her sister, who slept with her,
observed her seemingly toubled
with something in her throat, and
'Was told, on inquiry, that some
Phlegm was there, which she wish-
ed to raise. Making an effort for
,his, purpose, a small quantity was
firSt raised and rejected; then a
mouthfild or two more, tinged with
-blood; then clear fluid blood, which
immediately after burst forth from
the mouth. and nostrils in as large
a stream as they were capable of
discharging, when the unfortunate
girl sank back on the bed, with the
blood still flown copiously from
her mouth, and died before an ef-
fort could be made to summon as-
Sstance out of the family.

Circumstances at the time pre-
vented an examination, thoug I
Wvished for one very much, as I
Wats extremely at a loss to account
for the hemorrhage-not supposing,
at the time, that suppurative inflam-'nation of the tonsils would destroy'th arteries of the part where itto6k place. The young woman
WaS fond of singing, and took aprominent place among the mem-er of our village choir,-singing-oftentimes with apparently great and*Painful exertion. It occTrred to
me at the timne, among other sup-Positions, that sOlme aneurism mightave been formed, which burst atthis time under the exertion above
nientioned, or that the texture of

the lungs yielded, having been
weakened by undue exertion. It
now seems most likely that the
coats of the carotid, or of some
large branch, must have been in-
jured by the abnormal suppuration,
a*d have given way. Some very
large vessel must have been needed
to supply the great discharge so
instantaneously ensuing.-Ib.

MEDICAL LITERATURE.-NO. II.

Fot the Boston Medical and Surgical Jour-
nal.

A BRIEF examination of some of
the standard works-the Classics
of Medicine-will serve to elucidate
more fully the opinions 'we have
expressed.
We will commence With Dr.

Good. This author has written a
work in five large volumes, which
we cannot but think would be muclh
more useful, were it condensed into
two. He displays an immense
deal of research, a vast deal of in-
dustry, and an abundance of learn-
ing. He goes deep into the his-
tory of each disease, gives us a

sufFiciently large number of conjec-
tures upon its causes, remote and
proximate, and upon all other mat-
ters connected with it. He writes
in a good style, and with a pleasant
manner. Yet for the student to
wade through the five volumes, is
an intolerable labor, and a waste of
time that might be much better
employed. On the other hand, it
is liable to equal objections as a
work of reference. We go to it
in a hurry-are enabled, indeed,
by the nosological arrangement, to
turn at once to the disease we wish
to find; but the facts -which we
desire to know,-the diagnosis, the
causes, or the usual method of
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treatment,---re entirely lost in the
midst of opinions of Galen, Hippo.
crates, and Boerhaave; Hebrew,
Greek, and Arabian derivations;
the views taken of the disease in
different countries, and the various
hypotheses of writers of the present
day. Instead of telling us the usual
method of treatment, he tells us
what the treatment ought not to be,
-gives us an innumerable number
of methods, and objections to all
of them. If he recommend any
one, we are. Sprry to say that it
shoudd be taken with some caution.
Dr. Good, moreover, is rather cre-
dulous, and now and then tells us
some pretty large stories. We
would not, however, by any means,
detract from the reputation of Dr.
Good. It is certainly highly useful
to know what have been the opin-
ions of physicians of a forner age,
and what the various methods of
jia te have been and now are.
Dr.G. deserves high honor, and
the gratitude of the profession, for
the labor and research which his
" Study " manifests: but it does
not aptear to be exactly the work
to put into the hands of students,
or the one which we should prefer
to lie on our tables for daily con-
sultation. We think it more pro.
per for the upper shelves of our
ibaries, by the side of Galen and
Hippocrates. To the medical
scholar it must be interestin$, and
also to the experienced physician;
but for study and daily use, it is
not so valuable.

All medical works are liable, in
a greater or less degree, to these
objectaons. We purposed to have
considered some of the other me-
dital classics, but our review of
this one will answer our purpose.
We admire the Nosological Ar-
rangement of Dr. Good; for, though
we doubt the practical utility of

classifications, as respects the treat-
ment of diseases, yet, for the con-
venience of study and reference,
we believe them to be of the high-
est importance. We do not see
the validity of the objections gene-
rally urged against dem; for we
do not think that any physician
would be led to salivate for Phthi-
sis, merely because it was placed
in the same class and order with
Syphilis, and both were considered
diseases of the sanguneous fimction.
If a physician should wish, at a pe-
riod of leisure, to revive his medi-
cal knowledge, he will find it much
more convenient to refer to a no-
sological table, and take up the dis-
eases in the order in which they
are there placed, than to read upon
different diseases without order or
method. By referring'to a noso-
logical table, also, he can, at any
time, ascertain the exte of his
own knowledge, and wherein his
memory requires to be refreshed.

Method, brevity, perspicuity,
above all, truth, should be the ob-
jects most carefully kept in view
ly a medical writer. Nlext to dis-
honesty or inaccuracy, a diffuse
style is the greatest fault of a pro-
fessional work. In all the sciences,
but more particularly in medicine,
" a great book is a great evil."
The best example that at present
occurs to us, of a medical style, is
that of Dr. Gregory's Practie of
Physic. The reader is astonished
to find in how few words the author
gives him all the information he
desires upon any disease. His
style is elegant and clear. He is
always perectly intelligible, d
his instructions are highly practical.
His work is not, indeed, perfectlY
complete; for several diseases re
entirely omitted.

But there is one point we re
most anxious to enforce. This is,
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that, in complete treatises,-trea-
tises, we mean, that embrace the
whole circle of diseases,-those
should be treated most at large
which the physician is most likely
to be called upon to combat ;-the
student should have his attention
particularly directed to the disease
under the form in which it is ob-
served, and to the manner in which
it is most generally treated, in that
country, and that part of the coun-
try, where the book is published.
He should also be informed what
are the diseases of most frequent
occurrence at particular seasons of
the year. If medical works are of
any value, it is of the utmost im-
portance that they should be adapt-
ed to the country they are written
in. We do not think proper to
have our property under the con-
trol of foreign laws, not adapted to
our-republican institutions ;-is it
not in a still higher degree prepos-
terous, to regulate our bodily hiealth
by laws not adapted to our climate
and habits There are, at present,
very few medical works by Ameri-
can writers; and we do not think
any great advantages are to be de-
riveed from the multiplication of
books by individuals: it is but the
multiplication of errors-unless, in-
deed, they be strictly practical
works.

But publications of a Society,
upon the principles I have menw
tioned, showing what is the prac-
tice of the present day, what are
the diseases of the.ir part of the
country, and the method of treat-
ment there pursued, would be of
the highest value. * It might be
objected, that, by publishing such
txt booksl-by simplifying so much
the Study of Medicine, we should
be likely to have the practice of
our profession taken out of our
ianc, and our patient become

their own physicianus. But we
think there is no danger of this.
Medicine, freed fromii all the rubbish
of learniing and verbiage, will still
demand the study of a whole life.
A great improvement might be

made in the republication of foreign
works. Let a Society, as in the
former case, appoint a jury, chosen
from those of their number whose
experience best qualifies them for
the task, to pass judgment uponi
the works proposed to be repub-
lished. If this jury or committee
do not think themselves at liberty
to omit suchl parts of the work as
are manifestly useless or erroneous,
let them at least point out, in a
preface or notes, what appear to
them to be the errors of the author;
somewhat after the manner that Dr.
Rush has adopted, in his edition of
the writings of Sydenham. The
former course would be much the
best,-to suppress altogether the
parts wlicih are not valuable ; for
why should a man waste his time
in the study of what is useless, or
much worse than useless? Works
which contain a mixture of truth
and error, unsettle the opinions of
the student, and instil erroneous
views, without his being at al
aware. A student, or a young
practitioner, is not qualified to judge
of the respective merits of different
theories and different mtethods of
treatment. It is adviseable for him
to follow the instructions he has
received during his pupilage, for
the first two or three years of his
professional career; and until the
end of this period, it would be bett
ter for him not to be perplexed by
contradictory instructions. After
a short penod of practice, he will
be qualified to judge whether there
are errors in the theories and modes
of treatment of his professional
brethren; and then, by covnparing
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these with those of other writers,
he will be able, perhaps, to im-
prove upon the practice of his time.
The course we have proposed

could not, probably, be adopted
with re&ard to all republications;
but it might with as large a number
as would give us a sufficient quan-
tity of standard works. The same
method should be pursued with
regard to American works. Should
physicians generally adopt the prac-
tice of keepinF case-books, the So-
ciety, or their committee, might
select, from all that were given
them, the most valuable, for pub-
licationt.
We believe that tlhe custom of

keeping case-books is becoming
more commonthanformerly. The
duty which every man owes to his
profession, to advance it to the
utmost that is in I'us power, ought
to render it universal. It is not
right that a man, after acquiring a
vast stock of information, from a
long life spent in practical duties
and the posseason of extensive o
portunities, should go out of tge
world and leave nothing of all his
knowledge behind him. The de-
sire of leaving behind some me-
mento of our existence, one would
think should be quite sufficient
to induce us to do this; which
is, after all, no very arduous task.
But, in order to make a truly va-
huabe legacy to society, the phy-
sician shoul keep an honest record
of his errors, as well as of his suc-
cessful practice.
We think no one can deny the

great advantages which would re-
sult from the course we have sug-
gested; as it would give us standard
works on each branch of Medical
Science, whicli would be stamped
by the authority of the best practi-
tioners in the part of the country
where they were published. Nor

does it appear to us that the task
proposed would be too arduous.

z,.

IV.
PECULIARITY IN THE ORGAN Ob

TASTE.

THE writer of the letter on BLACK-
NESS OF THE TONGUE, contained
in our last number, has politely for-
warded us the following

Additional Remarks.
What has been said of alarms

wlhich may arise from black appear-
ances in suspicious parts of the
huiman system, may be paralleled,
perhaps, by a peculiarity in the
organ of taste, which probably ad-
mits of as easy an interpretation.
The writer of this having had a

litte gout upon him, which accident
had increased, resolved to employ
corroborants, with exercise, as part
of his cure. The family pump
yielding chalybeate water, and be-
ing otherwise unpleasant to him,
he had adopted, or his own per-
sonal use, the water of an adjoining
mnnmg spring; which was employ-
ed for his coffee, for his nillc (or
cream) and water, his wine and
water, his water used as common
beverage, and in other forms. But,
to his surprise, about this period,
and for two mornings, the taste of
this selected water, taken alow,
seemed unpleasant to him, and as
if blood had been mixed in it.
This lasted, as has bees said, for
two mornings; and it then vanished.
-No other explanation has offered
itself than this :-During the relax-
ed state of the system, some red
particles of blood may have entered
into a portion of the bloodvesseiS
of the tongue-not used to receive
such red particles----d. the *aerI"
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